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Frankly speaking, there’s a lot going-on that should be of interest to Snuffy Smith but the 
coverage is thin and must be gleaned from more than one source.

 Here’s a weekly update excised from the National Association of Uniformed Services 
(NAUS) the week of June 20, 2014. Facts gleaned from the amendments to H.R. 4870, the 
Defense Appropriations bill. One may find the following quote pasted here very interesting:

The House adopted provisions that would prohibit funding of the following:
• retiring A-10 “Warthog” attack jets.
• searching for information pertaining to U.S. citizens (or people living lawfully in the 

United States) within government databases of foreign intelligence data (unless a warrant is 
obtained); also bars requiring that electronic products be modified to enable surveillance of 
users.

• creation of another base closure commission.
• transferring or releasing Gitmo detainees to another country (and the underlying bill 

would ban sending them to the United States).
• conducting operations in Iraq unless the president does so in compliance with the 

notification and reporting requirements of the War Powers Act.
• transferring shoulder-fired missiles to Syrian rebels.
• building (or even planning to build) a biofuels refinery.
• contracting with companies formerly incorporated in the United States that have 

reincorporated in Bermuda or the Cayman Islands; and, in a second amendment, contracting 
with any offeror convicted of offenses such as theft, forgery, bribery or violating federal 
criminal tax laws.

MOAA’s June 24, 2014, Legislative Update speaks to the Administration pushing their 2015 
Budget through DOD. A continuing attempt “to cap military pay, hike TRICARE pharmacy 
fees, consolidate TRICARE options, increase out-of-pocket housing costs, and cut the 
commissary subsidy.” “(“http://www.moaa.org/Main_Menu/Take_Action/Top_Issues/Serving_
in_Uniform/Compensation/Defense_Leaders_Make_Budget_Push.html”)” If the reader wants 
to push back on these proposals, write your congressional representative using Capwiz with 
the MOAA suggested message: http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/alert/?alertid=63227256 

 MOAA can provide the leadership needed. Join the fight to preserve our country and 
military from harm: http://www.moaa.org/join/ 

 For information regarding membership in the El Paso Chapter contact membership@
elpasomoaa.org.


